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Pilcot Farm Allotments

Questions and Answers

(most recent answers first on list)
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	Date added
	Back to index

	Buildings & structures


	
	D

	Can we have a walk in poly tunnel?

No sorry – farmers don’t want large poly tunnels on their land.

Buildings and Constructions policy shows max height is 1m.  Walk in poly tunnels require council planning permission. Anything that requires planning permission will not be permitted on this temporary site. (See Buildings and Constructions policy)
	24/2/15
	

	Log Store type sheds?

Can we have a log store type shed (with an overhanging roof)?

No sorry, max size is 6’ x 4’ (footprint).   Otherwise council planning permission is required.  Anything that requires planning permission will not be permitted on this temporary site. (See Buildings and Constructions policy)
	24/2/15
	

	
	
	

	Drainage
	
	D

	Q: What can be done to try and improve the drainage on the Pilcot allotments?.
	
	

	Ditch clearing

Following the AGM the President Cllr Sharyn Wheale has undertaken a site visit with a representative from the Highways department.    This individual has been in contact with the farmers advising that they will be getting a team together to cut the roots of trees for a stretch of the road next to the allotments in order that a digger can get access to the ditch to clear it out.  


	24/2/15
	

	Raised beds – Can the farmers dig up soil to be used as top soil?
Farmers are not agreeable to digging up another area of the field for us to use as topsoil.


	24/2/15
	

	Use soil from building works along Hitches Lane

Farmers/Committee not keen on the idea of getting soil from the school field development further up the road as testing would be required (and for what??).  It has also been mentioned that many years ago that this area might have been used for waste materials.   So there are fears about contamination.  This idea will not be taken up and tenants are requested to bring in their own compost or use compost/manure provided by the farmers.


	24/2/15
	

	
	
	

	Extending Pilcot site.

Will there be another zone added to the existing Pilcot layout?

There is currently insufficient demand for the farmers to add an additional zone.  Any persons interested in having an allotment should complete the form to be added to the waiting list.
	15/6/15
	D

	
	
	

	Manure

Any possibility we could have some more manure from the farmers?

We have indicated to the farmers how much we enjoyed having the compost that they kindly gave us last year.  We are hopeful for another load this year, however, the latest that we heard is that it isn't quite ready yet (if you recall we got it quite late into the summer last year).  So if you want manure/compost you will need to get it from other sources for the time being.
	24/4/15
	D

	
	
	

	Padlock
I’ve been over to the allotments and the gate has been open with nobody on site, plus the padlock has been left unsecured.  Can you remind tenants of the procedure?

Last out of the site needs to lock up please and jumble the numbers.  When opening up the lock needs to be secured (e.g. locked) on to the mesh and the numbers jumbled up so that nobody can walk off with the chain and lock whilst we are inside the allotments. 
	24/4/15


	D

	
	
	

	Pest control.  
Did the farmers say they were going to be dispatching the deer that appear on the allotment?

We have no desire to ask the farmers to ‘dispatch’ the deer as they are all part of the countryside.  If there is a particular problem then tenants should construct deer deterrents/fences around their own plots.
	20/4/15
	D

	
	
	

	Why is the Pilcot site temporary?

When the new council provided Edenbrook allotments become available the lease  will be different in that we will be charged a flat rate (currently we only pay the farmers for plots that are leased out).  Consequently we will need to fill the Edenbrook site first and then if we have sufficient people we can look to see if we continue with the Pilcot site.  
	15/6/15
	D

	
	
	

	Wood chips
Any possibility of more wood chippings?

Now that the ground has dried up a bit and vans can get access to the site without the fear of getting stuck we will now be getting into contact with tree surgeons to resume the delivery of wood chippings as and when they have some.
	24/4/15
	D

	
	
	

	
	
	


